
Mailing address:
16-1375 Southdown Road, PO Box 804

Mississauga, Ontario L5J 2Z1
www.mississaugaquiltersguild.ca

Email us at MississaugaQuiltersGuild@gmail.com

Welcome back! 

As your new President, I thought I would share something of my background
with you so you can get to know me a wee bit. I grew up in Montreal and
went to McGill University for a degree in Occupational Therapy.  My work
in Ottawa, Kingston and then 25 years in Mississauga provided me with the
opportunity to meet people from a myriad of cultures, sometimes at their
worst but often at their best.  I am a Jack-of-All-Trades kind of person.  In
my career I worked in Mental Health, Palliative Care, Acute Medicine,
Orthopaedics and Rehabilitation.  

Since my retirement in 2017, my three children have blessed me with 7
grandchildren. (No. 8 is on the way.)  Personally, I love music of any kind,
having sung in a choir, played the piano and danced most things from
ballroom to square dancing.  I was a Girl Guide leader for Guides for ten
years. I am not a great gardener but I love to be in my garden.

I learned to sew on my grandmother’s treadle machine and always enjoyed
going to fabric stores with her.  I joined MQG in 2019 where I’ve made some
new friends.  I’m constantly stretching my creative muscles and learning
from a great group of people.  I look forward to getting to know each of you
better as we share in new experiences and create new memories together in
our collective MQG future.  See you in September!

Melanie Blake

Pieceful Pastimes
Mississauga Quilters Guild

 September 2026

Message from the President

Meeting Date:  September 10, 2026 - In Person - 
LOCATION:  Tomken Twin Arena
Sign in at 7:00 pm  Meeting begins at 7:30 pm

Following Meeting: October 1, 2026
In person  -  Tomken Twin Arena

 REMINDERS FOR
SEPTEMBER

Completed CORE projects
such as quilts, quilt tops,
pillowcases, placemats and
completed Row by Row kits.

Toonies and Loonies to
purchase items from CORE.

The Executive will provide
snacks and drinks for the
September meeting.
Remember to bring your
mug for coffee or tea.

Show and Share projects
that you have been working
on.

.
Renew your membership
with the guild.  Encourage a
friend to join us as a member
or to attend one of our
meetings.

Return the library books
that you borrowed last June.

Please consider volunteering
for one of the executive
positions that are available.

Bring in the large plastic
milk bags for Florence to
pick up.  These are made
into sleeping mats.



At the present time, the Guild does not have any Program or Workshop Convenor(s). This is
a 2 year commitment, booking ahead into the following quilting years. Gratefully, the
outgoing Convenors have booked speakers for this season up to March 2027, so there is
plenty of time to learn the ropes and review all of the resources.  Please consider
volunteering for this committee. You don’t have to do it on your own- find a willing friend,
or other guild member. It’s a great way to connect with quilters beyond our guild. Your
Guild needs you!   

September 10, 2026:   Johanna Masko - a Toronto based textile artist presenting a talk on
“Modular quilting - Making big quilts at home.” www.johannamasko.com

October 1, 2026: Nancy West- Nancy will speak to us about a coronation quilt from 1937, and
other associated memorabilia.

November 5, 2026:  Jeannie Jenkins- Toronto based quilter, and author, will present a trunk
show of her modern and traditional quilts.

December 3, 2026  :  Holiday meeting

January 7, 2027 via Zoom:  Kathy Wylie an international multi award winning local quilter will
be presenting a trunk show of her work.

February 4, 2027 via Zoom : Lorna Constantini - Presenting “Big stitch, hand quilting-
making it modern and joyful!”

March 4, 2027 via Zoom:  Kim Jamieson-Hirst will be going over how to get started sorting
and organizing your scraps, whether you have few or many, with tips on storage.

April 1, 2027, May 6, 2027 and June 3, 2027:  T.B.D.

CORE will be hosting a Mini Retreat on October 17, 2026 
at Tomken Twin Arenas.  Look for the sign-up sheet at the 
September meeting. Cost for room rental and treats is $25.00.

A Zoom Workshop with Kathy Wylie has been booked for 
January 9th, looking at the Portage Knot or something
similar. The cost is $70.  
Look for the sign-up sheet in September.

2026 - 2027 Program and Workshop

Newsletter
Submissions for the October newsletter should be sent by email to the newsletter editor, Assunta Miller by
September 22, 2026.  Thank you.

http://www.johannamasko.com/


The draw for the free membership was done in July and the winner was 
Judi McClymont.  Congratulations!!

To date, we have 48 renewals, I am looking forward to 
many more at the September 10th meeting. See you there.

Marie Starr - Membership Convener.

Social Committee
We are looking forward to reconnecting with everyone again. 
In September, the Executive have committed to bringing treats 
for the meeting. After that, we will use the Membership list to 
create groups to bring treats for the other in-person meetings.
If your last name starts close to the beginning of the alphabet 
stay tuned for the October meeting.
Celia Cherry, Nada Djordjevic

Membership

News from the CORE team
We hope you have all had a productive summer sewing! Please remember to bring back any quilts,
quilt tops, pillowcases and placemats that you have completed over the summer. And don’t forget to
bring back any Row by Row and/or Shop Hop kits you’ve put together.

We will have fat quarters and panels available for sale at the September meeting. Fat quarters will be
$1.00 each and panels, if used to make quilts for CORE, will be free, otherwise, they will sell for $2.00
each. There are also a few handmade items donated for sale still, and they will be individually priced.

There will be a CORE workshop on September 15th. It will be held at the Tomken Twin Arenas in our
normal meeting room, starting at 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m., so bring your lunch and we can get
caught up on everyone’s summer activities.

Also, CORE will be hosting a mini retreat on October 17, at the Tomken Twin Arenas. We will have
a sign-up sheet available at the September meeting and the cost is $25 per person. Come out
and work on your own projects in the company of other quilters. Don’t forget to bring your
lunch.

Finally, CORE hosts the December meeting where we usually have a small craft or two for
members to work on. If anyone has any ideas or suggestions for a fun and easy craft that we
can all do at the December meeting, please talk to any one of us.

Thank you and we hope to see you at the September regular meeting and the CORE workshop too!

Wendy, Marilyn and Nancy



Mississauga Quilters Guild – Block of the Month 2026-27

Sonja Vandermeer, BOM Convenor
The countdown is on to the release of the 2026-27 Block of the Month (BOM) at our September
meeting. I specifically designed this year’s BOM to include our Guild member’s favourite blocks.
Your input at our June meeting was the start of an interesting challenge for me. I didn’t realize how
many blocks there were with the same name, or how many variations there are. Hopefully, if you
participated in June’s poll, then you will recognize (and make) your favourite block.  The quilt is
approximately 40” x 60”. Add borders if you want to make a larger quilt.

Each month, you will receive instructions for 3-4 blocks. Print copies will be available at the face-to-
face meetings for $1.00/month (to help defray printing costs).  If requested, print copies will also
be available at the December meeting for the January, February, and March blocks.  The
instructions will also be available electronically.  Drop by the BOM table at the September meeting
for more information. A sample of this year’s BOM will also be presented.

Why participate in the BOM?  When I first joined the MQG, the BOM was one of my favourite Guild
activities. It was an opportunity to:
· learn from others in the Guild (we have a wealth of expertise)
· take on a project that I wouldn’t have made otherwise
· learn new quilting techniques
· have a deadline for completion to keep me motivated
· use fabrics from my growing fabric collection
· feel the sense of community that comes from working on a common project

The anticipation regarding the next month’s blocks is something I particularly enjoy about BOM
quilts. It’s like giving yourself a gift every month. I’ve done several BOMs with our Guild and with
local quilt shops. I’ve also participated in a 365 block of the day, which was both an incredible
challenge, and extremely rewarding.

Each month, the BOM blocks will focus on a specific construction technique. The pattern starts
with the easiest blocks and progress to more challenging blocks. If you’re not comfortable with the
later blocks, it is easy to substitute a second same-sized block from an earlier month. There are
details in the instructions — hopefully, these will be helpful to newer quilters and may be good
reminders to those with experience. 

Many thanks to Valerie Herrmann and Marie Starr who kindly offered to be pattern testers. They
found my math miscalculations and grammatical errors. Their contributions also improved the
clarity of the instructions. 

I may not be able to attend all the face-to-face meetings but can be reached by email:
SonjaVatHome@Gmail.com. 

Block of the Month



There are 4 opportunities per week to join these informal "get-togethers" from your home. Please
remember that you can join in using your phone or tablet, you're not limited to just your
computer.  This is a great opportunity to meet your fellow quilting friends, get some sewing
advise, learn a new technique, or have a conversation about nothing at all!  Join in for ten minutes
or for eight hours.  Your choice, you are not obliged to  stay any longer than you can.  We look
forward to seeing you there.

 Monday and Wednesday evenings, starting at 6:30 PM
 Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, starting at 1:30 PM

Links are posted on the Members Only section of the website.

QUILTS OF VALOUR CANADA
A group of quilters, some current and former members of our guild, as well as some non-
members, meet on the 4th Thursday of each month, from 9:30 to 3(ish) at the Streetsville Legion,
with our sewing machines, “Phds” (Projects Half Done) and lunches. We talk, laugh, have
continuous Show & Share and, yes, we work on Quilts for Veterans.

If you have questions about Quilts of Valour or are interested in joining us (no pressure) please
contact either Virginia Rothwell (416-457-1303) or Shirley Hoad (905-821-9262), or check out the
website - https://www.quiltsofvalour.ca/

Sew and Chat

DID YOU KNOW?
Submitted by Sonja Vandermeer:
I visited the Burnhamthorpe Library Branch and asked about using a sewing machine. The kind staff
member took me to a small room full of interesting tech available for patrons' use. They had two
Singer sewing machines, an iron, an assortment of thread and various other sewing items. Great to
see this is available in our community.
I first learned to sew at the old Burnhamthorpe Library. You might remember the old building.
Downstairs they had a treadle sewing machine. The first thing I sewed -- a bikini. Why not?

Submitted by Melanie Blake:
Did you know that sewing rooms are available to the public at several libraries? For more information
check out the Mississauga Library Makerspaces Page. They have a Singer Heavy Duty Sewing machine
and Janome Pro4DX Serger.

Items of Interest
Karen Brown of “Just Get It Done Quilts” of Toronto has some very interesting things to watch on
YouTube and on her website.  Check it out.  www.justgetitdonequilts.com   Here are just a few:

Let’s talk about Wartime Quilting with Joanna Dermenjian
Let’s talk about textile History with Jo Andrews
Every Quilt deserves a label.

Streetsville Buttertart Festival
For all of those with a sweet tooth, indulge yourself at the Streetsville Buttertart Festival on
Saturday, September 19, 2026, 10:00am to 4:00pm.  Location:  Streetsville Village Square (Streetsville
Civic Centre) 213 Queen St. S, Streetsville, Mississauga.

https://www.quiltsofvalour.ca/


Reminder:   We have NO library convenors for 2026 / 2027.  Let’s keep the library
going!  The position is STILL OPEN if you wish to take it over.  If you are
interested, please speak to Melanie Blake, our president.  Our library materials
will not be available to the members until we have new Convenors.

Hello everyone and I hope you all had a good summer. Although we 
are officially done our jobs as Convenors for the Guild Library, we 
will be at the table to accept all the returns and to file the books. 
Emails will be sent to all members who still have borrowed books. 
We look forward to seeing you soon. As noted in the emails, all
books not returned will be subject to the late fees. Thank you.

Darlene Harvey and Penka Stoyanova

News for the Library - We have no Convenors

CNE Common Threads:  An Exhibit of Quilts, Craft & Community
Marlene Weaver and Sonja Vandermeer provided Quilts for the CNE’s Common Threads
Exhibit.  It has been decades since there was a quilt show at the CNE, which makes it
wonderful that the MQG was represented.  In the photo below you may recognize
Marlene’s quilt.  It was made from blocks she received from members at the end of her
term as president.  

Treasurer’s Report
September 2026 Year end financial statements for last Guild year are now
posted in the members only section of the website. CRA documents have been
prepared and filed. 
NEW THIS YEAR: We have a volunteer to verify the financial reports. A short
checklist has been developed to guide the process. This is estimated to be
completed in the next few weeks.  
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
Thanks for your support,
Kathy Chapman Treasurer



Date & Time Event Location

Friday & Saturday
September 11 & 12 Owen Sound Fall Fair / Quilt Show

Julie McArthur Recreation Centre
700 10  St. E.th

Owen Sound, ON

September 18 - 20
9:30 am - 4:00 pm

Simcoe County Quilt, Rug & 
Artisan Fair

Simcoe County Museum
1151 Highway 26,
Minesing, Ontario

Sat & Sunday,
September 19 - 20
10am to 4pm

ARTWORKS
Arts on the Credit

Small Arms Inspection Building
1352 Lakeshore Rd. E.
Mississauga

Fri. September 25 10am
- 6pm 
Sat. September 26
10am - 4pm

Brant Heritage Quilters
Once Upon a Quilt 2026

Brant Park Inn - Best Western Plus
19 Holiday Dr.
Brantford, ON
www.brantheritagequiltersguild.com

Sat. Oct.3 10am - 5pm
Sun. Oct.410am - 4:pm

London Friendship Quilters Guild
2026 Quilt Show
Cash preferred for admittance

Delaware Community Centre
2652 Gideon Dr, Delaware

Fri, Oct 16 - 10-6
Oct, 17 - 10-4

Quilts at the Park
Dufferin Piecemakers Quilting Guild
www.dufferinpiecemakers.ca

Monora Park Pavillion
500 Monora Park Drive, Mono
(Orangeville)

October 15 - 17, 2026
The Best Little Shop Hop

thebestlittleshophop.com

Country Patchworks - Woodstock
Hyggeligt Fabrics - St. Mary’s
Cotton Harvest Quilt Show -Seaforth
Ye Olde Fabric Shoppe - Stratford

October 20 - 24
Mon - Sat 10am-5pm

Fall Haul Quilt Crawl

Visit Facebook Page
“Fall Haul Quilt Crawl”

Print your Bingo Card

Stitch-it Central, London
Sew Creative, Mt. Brydges
The Wobbly Bobbin - Strathroy
Heather Bell’s Sewing Studio, West
Lorne
Pastime Pieces, Blenheim
Soft Impressions Quilt Shoppe, Tilbury
Quilting Confections, Windsor

Events and Happenings



Date & Time Event Location

October 24, 2026
10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Fundraiser Garage Sale
Hyggeligt Fabrics
info@hyggeligt.ca
519-284-1508

100% of proceeds support the St. Marys
Imagination Library.

In support of Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library

June 16-19, 2027
CQA / ACC 2027
Quilt Canada
Calgary, AB

BMO Centre at Stampede Park
Calgary, Alberta

Events and Happenings
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